Policy
The journal NBP – Journal of Criminalistics and Law publishes original scientific papers
and reviews in the field of crime investigation, police, security, law and other social
sciences, as well as in the field of information science and forensics that have not been
published previously. The journal is published three times a year. The Journal is edited by
Assistant electronic system for online editorial management.
The papers submitted for publishing should mainly be based on new references,
particularly the sources, i.e. the papers published in national and international scientific
journals. Contributions to journal may be submitted in Serbian and English language.
In principle, the Journal will publish the scientific papers written by one author. In
particular, the original scientific papers may be written by three authors, and review
articles may be written by two authors. An author may publish one paper a year.
The papers that has been given positive reviews are proof/edited. The editorial board
reserves the right to modify the paper according to the general rules of scientific paper
publishing without changing essentially the content of the paper.

Editorial Responsibilities
The Journal has the Editor-in-Chief and three Section Editors.
The Editor-in-Chief of NBP – Journal of Criminalistics and Law will make the final
decision as to which manuscripts will be recommended to the Editorial Board for
publishing. When making this decision the Editor-in-Chief will be guided by the
recommendations by the Section Editors and the Journal policy, taking into account legal
regulations in force regarding libel, copyright infringement and plagiarism.
Editors must hold no conflict of interest with regard to the manuscripts submitted for
publication. If such conflict of interest exists, the selection of reviewers and all decisions
on the manuscript destiny shall be made by the Editorial Board.
Editors shall evaluate manuscripts for their intellectual content free from any racial,
gender, sexual, religious, ethnic, or political bias.
Unpublished materials disclosed in a submitted manuscript must not be used in an
Editor’s own research without the express written consent of the author.
Authors’ responsibilities
By filling in and signing the Author’s Statement Form, authors warrant that their
manuscript is their original work, that it has not been published before and is not under
consideration for publication elsewhere. Authors also warrant that the manuscript

published by NBP – Journal of Criminalistics and Law will not be published elsewhere in
any language without the consent of the copyright holder.
Authors warrant that the rights of third parties will not be violated, and that the publisher
will not be held legally responsible should there be any claims for compensation.
Authors are exclusively responsible for the contents of their submissions, the validity of
the experimental results and must make sure that they have permission from all involved
parties to make the data public.
Authors wishing to include figures or text passages that have already been published
elsewhere are required to obtain permission from the copyright holder(s) and to include
evidence that such permission has been granted when submitting their papers. Any
material received without such evidence will be assumed to originate from the authors.
Authors must make sure that only those contributors who have significantly contributed
to the submission are listed as authors and, conversely, that all contributors who have
significantly contributed to the submission are listed as authors. Every co-author should
specify in the Author’s Statement Form his/her respective contribution to the article and
possible conflict of interest.
Authors must observe the ethical standards relating to scientific and research work and
warrant that their work is not plagiarism in any form. Authors also warrant that the article
does not contain unfounded or unlawful claims and that it does not violate the rights of
others.
If there is a remark and suggestion of a reviewer to correct the submitted manuscript, authors
should make the required corrections within 30 days from the day of receipt the request to
correct the paper.

In case the scientific and professional public or the authors discover a significant error in
their work upon publication, they shall promptly notify the Editor or the publisher and
cooperate with them in order to retract or correct the article.
Peer review
The submitted papers are subject to double peer review. The manuscripts sent to
reviewers are considered confidential documents. The purpose of the peer review is to
assists the Editor in making a decision if the paper should be accepted or rejected and
also to improve the quality of the paper through communication with the authors. The
review should be completed within 30 days, and the review of a corrected paper within
15 days.
The choice of reviewers is at the Editors’ discretion. The reviewers must be
knowledgeable about the subject area of the manuscript; they must not work in the same
institution as the author and they should not have recent joint publications with any of the
authors of the submitted paper within the last year. Exceptionally, one reviewer may

work in the same institution as the author if the paper deals with rather a narrow scientific
problem for which there are not many experts at the national level, or if some reviewers
have refused to review the paper.
Reviewers must not have conflict of interest with respect to authors or the funding
sources for the research. If such conflicts exist, the reviewers must report them to the
Editor without delay.
Any selected reviewer who feels unqualified to review the topic or the field that the
manuscript deals with shall notify the Editor about that without delay.
Reviews must be conducted objectively. Personal criticism of the author is considered
inappropriate. Reviewers’ opinions should be clear and supported with arguments. The
manuscript which requires further work on will be sent to the authors by the Editorial
Board together with the review. Positive/negative reviews are not sent to the authors.
Reviews are anonymous. The identity of reviewers remains unknown to authors before,
during and after the reviewing process. Upon electronic registration and acceptance of
review, the reviewers will download the paper, analyze it and fill in the reviewer’s
sections in electronic system for on-line journal editing.
During the entire reviewing process all reviewers act independently of each other and
they are not aware of each other’s identities. If the decisions of the two reviewers are not
the same (accept/reject), the Editor-in-Chief may ask for the opinion of other reviewers.
In principle, the time period from submitting the paper until the final decision on
accepting/rejecting a manuscript for publishing is reached is 120 days.
The Editorial Board shall ensure reasonable quality control for the reviews. In case the
authors have serious and grounded objections regarding the review, the Editorial Board
will check if the review is objective and if it meets academic standards. If there is any
doubt regarding the objectivity or quality of a review, the Editor will ask for the opinion
of other reviewers.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism, or wrongful appropriation of another author’s ideas, words, or other creative
expression as one’s own, represents severe violation of scientific ethics. Plagiarism may
also include a violation of copyright law, which is punishable by law.
Plagiarism includes the following:
•

Word for word, or almost word for word copying, or deliberate paraphrasing (in
order to hide plagiarism) of portions of another author’s work without clearly
indicating the source or marking the copied fragment (for example, using
quotation marks);

•

Copying equations, figures or tables from someone else’s paper without properly
citing the source and/or without permission of the original author or the copyright
holder.

The manuscripts are thoroughly checked for plagiarism by the appropriate software tool
within the electronic system for online journal editing.
The manuscripts where there are clear indications of plagiarism (more than 15%) will be
rejected automatically as illegitimate, and the authors will either permanently or
temporarily be banned from publishing in the journal.
Retraction Policy
Articles that have been published shall remain available as long as possible in the same
form as they were published without any alterations. Occasionally, however, it can
happen that the already published article must be retracted. The main reason for
withdrawal or retraction is the need to preserve the integrity of science and not the desire
to punish the authors.
The article must be retracted in case of violation of the rights of the publisher, copyright
holder or author(s); infringement of professional ethical codes, i.e. in case of submitting
the same manuscript to several journals at the same time, false claims of authorship,
plagiarism, fraudulent manipulation of data and similar. In some cases the article may be
retracted in order to correct errors noted subsequently in the manuscript or in the
published paper.
Open Access Policy
NBP - Journal of Criminalistics and Law is an Open Access Journal. All articles can be
downloaded free of charge from the web site of the Academy of Criminalistic and Police
Studies and may be distributed for educational non-commercial purposes.
Self-archiving Policy
The journal allows authors to deposit the published version of the manuscript in PDF
format in an institutional repository and/or non-commercial data bases, such as PubMed
Central, Europe PMC or arXiv or to publish it on author’s personal website (including
social networking sites for scientists, such as ResearchGate, Academia.edu, etc.) and/or
the website of the institutions where they work, at any time after publication. The
publisher as the copyright owner and the source of the manuscript must be acknowledged
as well as HTML link made to the article’s DOI.

Copyright
Once the manuscript is accepted for publication, authors shall transfer the copyright to
the Publisher. If the submitted manuscript is not accepted for publication by the journal,
all rights shall be retained by the author(s).
Authors grant to the Publisher the following rights to the manuscript, including any
supplemental material, and any parts, extracts or elements thereof:
• the right to reproduce and distribute the manuscript in printed form, including
print-on-demand;
• the right to produce prepublications, reprints, and special editions of the
manuscript;
• the right to translate the manuscript into other languages;
• the right to reproduce the manuscript using photomechanical or similar means
including, but not limited to photocopying, and the right to distribute these
reproductions;
• the right to reproduce and distribute the manuscript electronically or optically on
any and all data carriers or storage media, especially in machine
readable/digitalized form on magnetic, optical and electronic data carriers, and the
right to reproduce and distribute the Article via these data carriers;
• the right to store the manuscript in databases, including online databases, and the
right of transmission of the manuscript in all technical systems and modes;
• the right to make the manuscript available to the public or to closed user groups on
individual demand, for use on monitors or other readers (including e-books), and in
printable form for users, either via the internet, online services, or via internal or
external networks.

